VOTERS OUTREACH INSPIRING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT REPORT

On Friday, 27th February 2026, the Centre for Development Support Initiatives
(CEDSI), with support from the Nigeria Youth Futures Fund and in partnership with
Rivers State University and Project V.O.1.C.E, successfully hosted a civic engagement
workshop titled “Voters Outreach Inspiring Civic Engagement” at the Faculty of
Communication and Media Studies, Rivers State University. The program, hosted by
the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Isaac Zeb-Obipi, brought together undergraduates from
different departments with a shared interest in governance, democratic participation,
and youth leadership. The outreach formed part of CEDSI’'s ongoing commitment to
strengthening civic awareness and promoting informed political participation among
young Nigerians.

The atmosphere at the event reflected both enthusiasm and urgency. Many of the
students in attendance are first-time or second-time voters, navigating a democratic
space that is often complex and, at times, discouraging. The workshop was designed
to bridge the knowledge gap by providing clear, practical, and legally grounded
information on civic education and voter rights. From the onset, the emphasis was
placed on understanding civic education not as a theoretical academic subject but as
a living responsibility that shapes governance outcomes and national development.

During the session, participants were guided through the meaning and scope of civic
education, with particular focus on the rights, duties, and obligations of citizens within
a constitutional democracy. The discussion examined the principles that sustain
democratic societies, including rule of law, accountability, participation, equality, and
respect for human rights. Students were encouraged to reflect critically on the role of
citizens in holding leaders accountable and the consequences of civic apathy. The
facilitation method was interactive and participatory, allowing students to ask
questions, challenge assumptions, and relate the content to their lived realities within
the Nigerian political environment.

A significant portion of the workshop addressed voter rights and responsibilities.
Participants were sensitized on the importance of voter registration, the credibility of
the electoral process, and the legal protections available to voters. The conversation
extended beyond simply casting a ballot to understanding informed voting, issue-
based participation, and peaceful engagement before, during, and after elections. The
dangers of electoral violence, vote-buying, misinformation, and political manipulation
were openly discussed. Students were reminded that democracy is not sustained only
by institutions but by citizens who are knowledgeable, vigilant, and principled in their
participation.

Importantly, the workshop moved beyond theory into practical civic action. Officials
from the Independent National Electoral Commission were present on ground to
register eligible participants for their Permanent Voter Cards. This on-site registration
created an immediate opportunity for students who had not previously registered to
take that critical step. It reinforced the message that civic responsibility begins with
concrete action. The presence of electoral officials also provided participants with
direct access to clarifications regarding voter registration procedures and eligibility
requirements, thereby reducing misinformation and building trust in the electoral
process.



The presence and support of the university leadership underscored the institutional
commitment to nurturing socially responsible graduates. The Vice-Chancellor’s role as
host reinforced the message that universities are not merely centers of academic
instruction but critical spaces for shaping civic consciousness and democratic values.
The collaboration between CEDSI, the Nigeria Youth Futures Fund, Rivers State
University, and Project V.O.l.C.E demonstrated the impact of partnerships in
advancing youth-focused civic initiatives.

Engagement during the program revealed that while many students are politically
aware, there remains a gap in detailed understanding of electoral rights and
mechanisms for civic accountability. Questions raised by participants touched on
electoral transparency, youth representation in governance, mechanisms for reporting
electoral misconduct, and pathways for sustained civic engagement beyond voting
periods. These contributions enriched the session and highlighted the need for
continuous civic education efforts within tertiary institutions.

The overall impact of the outreach was evident in the depth of discussions and the
commitment expressed by participants to become more actively involved in civic
processes. The integration of immediate voter registration further strengthened the
practical outcome of the event, as several students completed or initiated their PVC
registration during the training. This demonstrated that when information is paired with
access and opportunity, participation increases.

By the conclusion of the program, it was clear that initiatives such as this are essential
in strengthening democratic culture at the grassroots level. The outreach reaffirmed
the critical role young people play in shaping governance outcomes and sustaining
democratic institutions. It also reinforced the importance of equipping them with
accurate information, critical thinking skills, and a platform for dialogue. CEDSI’s
intervention through this workshop aligns with its broader mission of promoting
accountability, civic participation, and inclusive development.

The “Voters Outreach Inspiring Civic Engagement” workshop stands as a practical
demonstration of how structured civic education initiatives can foster awareness,
inspire responsibility, and build confidence among young citizens. As Nigeria continues
to navigate complex democratic challenges, empowering university students with the
knowledge and tools to participate meaningfully in governance remains both timely
and necessary. CEDSI remains committed to expanding such engagements,
strengthening partnerships, and deepening civic literacy across institutions and
communities to ensure that youth voices are informed, responsible, and impactful
within the democratic space.



